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n March 26, the Town of Sahuarita partnered with 
Rancho Sahuarita, United Way of Tucson, Southern 

Arizona Rural Metro and the Sahuarita Food Bank to put 
on the annual Spring Festival. 

This was a safe, family friendly event that had something 
for everyone in the community. The stage performances 
included Creative Dance, Ritmos Latinos, dancers from 
the University of Arizona, Brovo Ballroom Dancers and the 
Aloha Islanders and Hula Halau ‘O Ki’inani’. 

Other event activities included a kiddie Ferris Wheel, rock-
wall, inflatable bouncers, a variety of food trucks and local 
businesses who provided crafts or activities for the chil-
dren in the community. 

Some examples of the crafts and activities that were avail-
able were optical illusion games, Easter picture frames, 
dental coloring pages, face painting, edible resurrection 
crafts, soccer shoot out, corn hole, bean bag toss, bubble 
tube and much more. The Town also provided a safe shad-

ed area for children to play and explore with the Imagina-
tion Playground blocks and other field games. The Easter 
bunnies were out and about interacting and taking pictures 
at the event as well. 

There were two egg hunts throughout the event and both 
were heavily attended. The success of this event can be 
attributed to the hardworking, dedicated community part-
ners that have continued to come together in establishing 
this as an annual tradition.

O

Spring Fest a Smashing Success
A Signature Town Event Continues to Bond Family and Community

(11:00 am and 1:00 pm - Children 
will hunt for eggs, and will receive 
Candy Bags after.)

Spring Festival
Saturday, March 26th, 2016 | 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Anamax Park  |  17501 S. Camino de las Quintas

For more information, call The Town of 
Sahuarita Parks and Recreation 
Department at 520.445.7850

Easter Bunny

2 Egg Hunts

Bounce Houses

Children’s Activities

Free Kids Crafts

Food Vendors

PPerformances by Local Children’s Groups

Rock Wall

Plus Much More!

*Accepting donations to the GV/Sahuarita Food 
Bank
*Shuttles will be available at the Fry’s parking 
lot and at the Rancho Sahaurita Clubhouse

2016 Spring Festival brought to you by: 

Total attendance 6,000-8,000
Farris Wheel – 374 Riders 
Rockwall – (50 per hour)
SUSD shuttles – 100
Bags of candy – 750
Food Bank – 10 LBS of food, $52

EVENT 
STATS
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9 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Monday - Friday
375 W. Sahuarita Center Way

At the Municipal Complex
www.sahuaritabizhub.com

Sahuarita Middle School Career Day

Community Matters
What do you wanna be when you grow up? Do you have any hobbies?

Nathaniel Lopez:
“I want to be an Army 
Ranger.” Nathaniel enjoys 
soccer, video games and 
playing with his dog.

Caitlyn Smiley:
“I want to be a horseback 
rider.” Caitlyn enjoys 
swimming and playing 
with friends.

Miranda Yesces:
“I want to be a missionary.” 
Miranda enjoys building 
things with legos 
playing catch.

Ms. Seney:
“These students get to experience and explore 
different careers.” Seney noted that this adds to 
the experience they bring with them from home.



Hello, Small Businesses!
NEED A FREE PLACE TO WORK/MEET?
Welcome to the Sahuarita/Green Valley Region

• Access free wifi.
• Borrow a laptop and/or webcam for a 
   presentation.
• Reserve the Sierrita Conference Room, a 
   meeting area or a workstation by visiting 
   www.sahuaritabizhub.com.

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Monday - Friday
375 W. Sahuarita Center Way

At the Municipal Complex
www.sahuaritabizhub.com
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Community Matters

On Thursday, May 12, fifth grade students from Sahuarita Middle School visited the Town Hall Municipal Complex 
to learn about the funtions of the courts and government. Students held a “mock council” in council chambers.

www.sahuaritabizhub.com
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Police Department
Making Sahuarita a Safe Place to Live, Work and Play
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Madera Highlands Hosts 2nd 
Annual Hometown Heroes Event
S ahuarita Police Department and Green Valley Fire held 

their second annual Madera Heritage Highlands Home-
town Heroes Event. The event celebrates the spirit of com-
munity with which SPD officers serve and protect.

Officers grilled burgers and hot dogs for community at-
tendees. The event was open to the public, serving as an 
opportunity for residents to speak with police officers and 
firemen and enjoy an afternoon of family fun.

Chief John Noland noted that nearly 200 people attended 
and that SPD served up over 160 burgers, 180 hot dogs in 
addition to sides and drinks. Noland commended the kind-
ness and generosity of his officers in aiding in the set up, 
break down and planning of the event.

“I truly appreciate the work done by Sergeant Sam Almo-
dova who worked on the logistics,” Noland said.

In total, about a dozen SPD police officers volunteered 
time to put on the event in addition to volunteers in police 
service (VIPS) and student Explorers.

“These kind of events help us connect with the community 
in a positive setting,” Noland said.



Planning and Building
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Mayor Signs May Proclamation
Mayor Blumberg recently signed a proclamation de-

claring May as Building Safety Month. The procla-
mation will be displayed in the Planning and Building De-
partment lobby. 

Building Safety Month is a public awareness campaign to 
help individuals, families and businesses understand what 
it takes to create safe and sustainable structures.

This year’s theme is Building Codes: Driving Growth 
through Innovation, Resilience and Safety. Each week of 
Building Safety Month spotlights a specific area of build-
ing safety. Click on each week to learn more.

WEEK ONE // May 2–8, 2016     
Building Solutions for All Ages

 WEEK TWO // May 9–15, 2016     
The Science Behind the Codes

WEEK THREE // May 16–22, 2016     
Learn from the Past, Build for Tomorrow

WEEK FOUR // May 23–29, 2016     
Building Codes: A Smart Investment

In keeping with the spirit of Building Safety Month, there will be a workshop on Arc 
Fault Circuit Interrupters (AFCI) and Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCI) held at 
Sahuarita Ace Hardware on Wednesday, May 25, 10 to 10:30 a.m. located at 18785 
S. I-19 Frontage Rd. Also check out last month’s newsletter article, ‘What are Arc 
Fault Circuit Interrupters and How Do They Work?’

http://www.iccsafe.org/about-icc/building-safety-month/week-one/
http://www.iccsafe.org/about-icc/building-safety-month/week-two/
http://www.iccsafe.org/about-icc/building-safety-month/week-three/
http://www.iccsafe.org/about-icc/building-safety-month/week-four/


Planning and Building
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Free Smoke Alarm Program
T he Sahuarita Planning and Building Department has 

received smoke alarms and carbon monoxide de-
tectors from SERI, Sonoran Environmental Research In-
stitute, through a grant from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).  If you do not have smoke 
alarms in every bedroom, outside of bedrooms and on 
every floor of your home the Town Fire Inspector, Brian 

Uthe, will come and install them in your house, for free. A 
home safety survey can also be provided along with resi-
dential fire extinguishers.  

This grant is to ensure that every bedroom has a working 
smoke alarm to provide early notification in the event of 
a fire.

To schedule an 
appointment, 
contact 
Brian Uthe at 
520-822-8867 
or buthe@
sahuaritaaz.
gov. There is a 
limited supply, 
so selection is 
on a first come 
first serve 
basis. 



Planning and Building
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What Does the Building Safety Division Do?
T he Building Safety Division is part of the Planning and 

Building Department. Our mission is to ensure the 
safety of the public through building and fire code educa-
tion, professional assistance and enforcement. We review 
plans to assure they meet building codes, issue permits 
and perform inspections. 

We assist the public and applicants with submittals and 
answer questions about code compliance. We also per-
form fire reviews, fire inspections and assure develop-
ment meets the fire code.

• Goal Achieved: 

 Consistently meet or exceed processing times  
 for building reviews, permits and inspections.

• Streamlined our Process: 

 Work with the Southern Arizona Home Build- 
 ers Association (SAHBA) to develop a perfor-  
 mance  metric report which establishes new goals  
 for permit review and inspection timeframes to  
 demonstrate level of customer service.
 
 Plans examiners/inspectors using tablets in the  
 field which allows for emailing inspection results  
 to contractors and residents and eliminates paper  
 copies. This also allows them to coordinate with  
 plan review issues when in the field.

 Implemented pool pre-construction meetings on  
 site with homeowner and contractor to resolve  
 pool barrier issues early in construction.

• Implemented Technology: 

 Implemented ability for applicants and builders 
 to schedule group inspections on inspection  
 phone line, also provided Spanish 
 language option. 

 The public can look up permits in the Public 
 Access module. This is located in the Town 
 website under the Planning & Building 
 Department 
 http://sahuaritaaz.gov/Index.aspx?NID=219. 
  
• Future Goal 

 Electronic plan review to allow for digital plan 
 submittals.

Some of the commercial projects that we worked on this 
past year include BRAKEmax, Taco Bell, Sweet Peadiatric, 
Cope Community Services, Pet Club, Fry’s Remodel, Quail 
Creek-Veteran’s Municipal Park Restroom, Sahuarita Self 
Storage, Rancho Sahuarita Clubhouse Remodel and Quail 
Creek Multi-Purpose Remodel.

Building Safety is dedicated to help¬ing residents build 
safely; if you have any further questions please contact us 
at 520-822-8866 or visit our website at http://sahuarita-
az.gov/PlanningAndBuilding .

http://sahuaritaaz.gov/Index.aspx?NID=219
http://sahuaritaaz.gov/Index.aspx?NID=205
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Click here to view the Summer Program Guide for 2016

Creating Community Through People, Parks and Programs

http://sahuaritaaz.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1758
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Creating Community Through People, Parks and Programs

Anamax Park, Recreation 
Facility Improvement

New STAC Council Chosen, Seniors Move On
S

T he Anamax Recreation Center has had a large in-
crease of residents using the facility for recreation 

and programs. 

Many of these residents are elderly, have a physical chal-
lenge or have toddlers in strollers. 

It was difficult for many of these individuals to open the 
main entry doors of the center by themselves and come 
inside. 

The maintenance division outfitted the main entry doors 
with automated door openers to assist the many elderly 
or physically challenged users with gaining access to the 
facility. 

ahuarita Teen Advisory Council (STAC) chose a new 
council on May 2. Initiation for these new members 

will be marked by participation in a leadership and team 
building bootcamp on July 20. The new council will begin 
full swing with the return of the fall semester in August.

On May 9, STAC made a formal presentation before Sahua-
rita Town Council, detailing the organization’s accomplish-
ments for the year, and celebrating the success and future 
plans of graduating seniors on the council.

STAC is a committee of youth that brings teen issues to the 
attention of  the Sahuarita Town Council. This committee 
encourages teen involvement through an infused sense of 
leadership, citizenship and involvement in the Town of Sa-
huarita. 

STAC organizes events for local youth throughout the year 
such as the Memorial Glow Run and Teen Night. Their vol-
unteership is a noted benefit to the Town and community 
as well as a learning experience for all participants. s.t.a.c.
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Coming Events



May 20
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Coming Events
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Community Matters


