


As one of Arizona’s fastest-growing communities, the Town of 
Sahuarita is the newest jurisdiction in Pima County, incorporated 
in 1994. The Town of Sahuarita’s population increased nearly 700 
percent during the period from the 2000 Census to the Census of 2010. 
Currently 30 square miles in area, Sahuarita is located just 15 minutes 
south of Tucson and approximately 40 minutes north of the Mexican 
border. Tucson International Airport is within a 20 minute drive.   

population

The retail trading area is estimated to be 
70,000 people in 2013; the forecast is for 

approximately 140,000 people by 2020 and 
close to  250,000 people by 2040.

YEAR POPULATION % INCREASE

2010 25,259 11.5%

2011 25,722 1.8%

2012 26,244 2.0%

2013 26,772 2.0%

2014 27,232 1.7%

2015 27,777 2.0%

2016 28,470 2.5%

2017 29,080 2.1%

2018 29,720 2.2%

2019 30,470 2.5%

16 years and over 18,309 72.5%

18 years and over 17,742 70.2%

21 years and over 17,176 68.0%

62 years and over 4,722 18.7%

65 years and over 3,714 14.7%

Sahuarita Hispanic/Latino Population 32.0%

Pima County Hispanic Population 34.6%

State of Arizona Hispanic Population 29.6%

Household Type Number Percent

Total households 9,020 100

Family households (families) 7,119 78.9

With own children under 18 years 3,474 38.5

Population, 2012 (Census Estimate)    26,289

Population, percent change, April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2012    4.1%

Population, 2000 3,242

Sahuarita Median Age (years) 
34.4

Arizona Median Age (years) 
35.9

U.S. Median Age (years) 
36.8

Sahuarita average household size  2.79
Sahuarita average family size  3.13

Sahuarita Hispanic/Latino(of any race) - 8,077  32%

Not Hispanic/Latino - 17,182  68%

Sahuarita Total Poulation 2010 - 25,259

68%

32%



income
The Town of Sahuarita  saw 13.1 percent growth 

in the working-age population between 2009 
and 2011, and households earned a high median 

income of $68,425. Additionally, Sahuarita has an unemployment 
rate of 5.8 percent. The town’s largest employers include Freeport-
McMoRan, Asarco and Farmers Investment Co.

Sahuarita Median Household Income 
$69,425.00

Pima County Median Household Income 
$46,433.00

State of Arizona Median Household Income 
$50,256.00

Management, business, science,  
and arts occupations - 4,257

Service occupations - 1,725

Sales and office occupations - 2,490

Natural resources, construction, 
and maintenance occupations - 710

Production, transportation, and 
material moving occupations - 809

Civilian employed population 
16 years and over - 9,991

42.6%

7.1%

8.1%

24.9%

17.3%

Occupation Less than $10,000

$10,000 to $14,999

$15,000 to $24,999

$25,000 to $34,999

$35,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $149,999

$150,000 to $199,999

$200,000 or more

Less than $10,000

$10,000 to $14,999

$15,000 to $24,999

$25,000 to $34,999

$35,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $149,999

$150,000 to $199,999

$200,000 or more

Sahuarita Labor Force Number Percent 

Population 16 years and over 16,808 100.0%

In labor force 10,728 63.8%

Civilian labor force 10,604 63.1%

Employed 9,991 59.4%

Unemployed 613 3.6%

Armed Forces 124 0.7%

Not in labor force 6,080 36.2%

Regional Major Employers Number 

Raytheon 10,300

U of A Science and Technology Park 6,494

Freeport McMoRan 5,463

Asarco 2,297

IBM 1,375

Texas Instruments 370

Bombardier 776

Sahuarita Unified School District 721

La Posada 550

Tucson Airport Authority 265

Walmart 275

Farmer's Investment Company (FICO) 292

Caterpillar Proving Grounds 180

Town of Sahuarita 133

Communiting To Work Number Percent
Workers 16 years and over 10,240
Car, truck, or van -- drove alone 7,832 76.50%
Car, truck, or van -- carpooled 1,677 16.40%
Public transportation (excluding taxicab) 0 0.00%
Walked 77 0.80%
Other means 157 1.50%
Worked at home 497 4.90%

17.6%

11.1%

29.4%

20.9%



From a quality of life perspective, Sahuarita’s 
Town Center has it all: safe, quiet streets; 

affordable housing; modern schools; landscaped 
trails and parks; scenic beauty; neighborhood shopping; easy access 
to interstates and the airport.  The Town of Sahuarita has three 
master planned communities and eleven small neighborhoods for 
its residents to call home.  Seven shopping centers are currently 
in development or under expansion with the newest edition being 
Rancho Sahuarita Marketplace, a 450-acre/3 million square foot 
commercial development; of which 282,000 square feet has been 
built and 100% leased.   

housing Major Master Planned Residential Communities
Total Built Out Units - 17,620

Rancho Sahuarita - 11,000
Quail Creek - 5,000
Madera Highlands - 1,400
Stone House - 220

Occupied housing units

Vacant housing units

Total Housing Units - 10,463

Total Housing Units - 10,463

Housing Occupancy

Owner Occupied Home Value
7,285 total units

Structural Age

85.1%

14.9%
Vacant Housing Units - 1,556

Occupied Housing Units - 8,907

Homeowner Vacancy Rate  2%
Rental Vacancy Rate  4.4%

Average Household Size of 
Owner-Occupied Unit  2.65
Average Household Size of 

Renter-Occupied Unit  3.23

Built 2010 or later

Built 2000 to 2009

Built 1990 to 1999

Built 1980 to 1989

Built 1970 to 1979

Built 1960 to 1969

Built 1950 to 1959

Built 1940 to 1949

Built 1939 or earlier

Built 2010 or later

Built 2000 to 2009

Built 1990 to 1999

Built 1980 to 1989

Built 1970 to 1979

Built 1960 to 1969

Built 1950 to 1959

Built 1940 to 1949

Built 1939 or earlier

Less than $50,000

$50,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $149,999

$150,000 to $199,999

$200,000 to $299,999

$300,000 to $499,999

$500,000 to $999,999

$1,000,000 or more

Less than $50,000

$50,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $149,999

$150,000 to $199,999

$200,000 to $299,999

$300,000 to $499,999

$500,000 to $999,999

$1,000,000 or more

79.5%

34.9%

14.9% 13.0%

28.2%

10.3%

Sahuarita Median Home Value 
$204,700.00



education

The Town of Sahuarita Workforce Assessment by the University 
of Arizona Eller College of Management Economic and Business 
Research Center concluded that Sahuarita’s employed workforce 
displays higher levels of educational attainment overall than Pima 
County and Arizona as a whole. Sahuarita’s employed labor force 
has concentrations significantly greater than those in Southern 
Arizona in higher paying occupational categories and in important 
‘high-tech’ occupations. 

Today 33% of Sahuarita’s residents  
posess a bachelor’s degree or higher. 

AZ Dept. of 
Education 

Letter Grade 
Accountability 

B

Population 25 years and over  16,149

2.7%

3.6%

20.3%

29.5%

10.8%

21.7%

11.3%

Less than 9th grade

9th to 12th grade, no diploma

High school graduate(includes
equivalency)
Some college, no degree

Associate's degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate or professional degree

Less than 9th grade

9th to 12th grade, no diploma

High school graduate(includes
equivalency)
Some college, no degree

Associate's degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate or professional degree

Sahuarita Population 25 to 34 years 3,616
High school graduate or higher 92.30%
Bachelor's degree or higher 32.40%

Sahuarita Population 35 to 44 years 3,069
High school graduate or higher 95.70%
Bachelor's degree or higher 40.10%

Sahuarita Population 45 to 64 years 5,539
High school graduate or higher 95.10%
Bachelor's degree or higher 27.20%

Pima County 
Population 25 years and over with Bachelor's Degre 17.40%
Graduate or professional degree 12.00%

Arizona
Population 25 years and over with Bachelor's Degre 16.00%
Graduate or professional degree 9.70%

Sahuarita Unified School District 
Copper View Elementary 

Sopori Elementary  
Sahuarita Primary

Sahuarita Intermediate 
Anza Trail K-8

Sahuarita Middle School 
Walden Grove High School 

Sahuarita High School 

Continental Elementary School District (preK-8)
Great Expectations Academy - charter

Edge High School - charter
Air & Space Academy - charter



 Located along I-19,  40 minutes north of 
the U.S./Mexico border and 18 miles south 
of downtown Tucson, Sahuarita is uniquely 
positioned to capture 24 million annual 
visitors from Mexico. Sahuarita is overflowing 
with retail opportunities, executive living and 
a viable center for companies and employers 
to conduct business with Mexico.    

Each day, on average, more than 65,000 Mexican residents 
come to Arizona to work, visit friends and relatives, recreate, 
shop, and spend over $7,350,000. This contributes substantially 
to Arizona’s export trade with Mexico. Familial ties, long-term 
friendships, work opportunities, leisure activities and shopping 
experiences not yet available in Mexico continue to support 
strong cross-border interactions between Arizona and its 
neighbor, Sonora.    

The Mariposa Port of Entry, 43 miles south of 
the Town of Sahuarita is the main gateway, 

importing 38% of all winter fresh produce from 
Mexico to markets in the U.S. and Canada. 

Casinos are the most popular attraction, 
they are visited by 29% of all Mexican visitors, 

of which the Desert Diamond Casino is the most popular.

Where Mexican Visitors Shopped Non-Mall Destinations  
(Source: Mexican Visitors to Arizona, 2007-2008 Study)  
Wal-Mart

Costco
Best Buy

Target
Ross

Walgreens
Marshall’s 

Home Depot

Economic Impact to the State of Arizona  Number
Direct Jobs      23,400
Indirect       7,000
Total Jobs      30,400
Total Income      $837.24 million 
Total Sales      $3.61 billion 
   
Economic Impact to Pima County    Percent 
Total Jobs      41.2%
Total Income      31.6%
Total Sales      37.6%   
      
Border Crossing At Nogales Port of Entries (3) - 2012 Number 
Pedestrians     3,238,929
Personal Vehicles     2,823,290
Buses       8,068
Trains       657
Trucks       307,626   
 
     

mexico



doing business

The Town of Sahuarita charges no impact fees, no business license 
fees and no property tax and has a streamlined development process.

“Building Sahuarita Partners in Development” 
makes opening a business in Sahuarita the lowest 

cost alternative in Southern Arizona.

 “Building Sahuarita - Partners in Development” is a support 
program intended to introduce business owners to the project 
elements that may be encountered. A Project Partner is 
assigned to each project to act as a guide through the specific 
processes that are required. The Town’s Project Partner and  
staff work with you, your design professionals and ultimately 
your contractor to assure a timely and successful opening.
 Each project is given a comprehensive packet that contains 
Town staff contact information, your process (including 
timeline), applicable tax code and licensing information, 
planning and zoning information and checklists, Public Works 
information and checklists, Building Safety information and 
checklists, DRC meeting notes, outside agency information, 
applicable sign regulations, and customized information 
specific to your project.

The Town Clerk Department will provide you with an 
application for the type of business you wish to pursue. 
All new applications will be reviewed by the Planning and 
Building Department prior to issuance. Once your application 
is approved, you will receive your license.

Building Sahuarita:
Pam Litle

Building Safety Manager/Project Partner
plittle@sahuaritaaz.gov

520-822-8864

Business Licensing:
Lisa Cole 

Town Clerk
lcole@sahuaritaaz.gov

520-822-8802

Complete licensing information



https://twitter.com/Sahuarita_Az

Twitter

YouTube

http://www.youtube.com/
user/TownofSahuarita

http://www.sahuaritaaz.gov/

Official Website

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Town-Government-of-Sahuarita-
Arizona/108515489212287

Facebook

https://plus.google.
com/111124989476794187733/posts

Google +

L. Kelly Udall
Town Manager

kudall@sahuaritaaz.gov
520-822-8818

Victor Gonzalez 
Economic Development Manager

vgonzalez@sahuaritaaz.gov
520-822-8817

Quick Links

https://twitter.com/Sahuarita_Az
http://www.youtube.com/user/TownofSahuarita
http://www.youtube.com/user/TownofSahuarita
http://www.sahuaritaaz.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Town-Government-of-Sahuarita-Arizona/108515489212287
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Town-Government-of-Sahuarita-Arizona/108515489212287
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Town-Government-of-Sahuarita-Arizona/108515489212287
https://plus.google.com/111124989476794187733/posts
https://plus.google.com/111124989476794187733/posts


Retail Shopping Centers
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Sahuarita Palms Plaza
Pads Available: 1.17 acres
Lots Available: 45,641 sf / 34,332 sf
Major Tenant: Safeway 

Madera Marketplace 
Commercial Space Available: None
Major Tenant: Big 5, Goodwill, Walgreen’s 

Sahuarita Plaza
Commercial Space Available:1,307sf / 2,287sf / 
4,225 sf
Major Tenant: Wal-Mart, Jo-Ann, Ross, Big Lots

La Jolla Verde Commercial Center
19-acre commercial site
Major Tenant: N/A 

Valle Verde Center
Commercial Space Available: 1,037-5,836 sf
Major Tenant: Ashley Furniture 

Rancho Sahuarita Marketplace and Village
Pads Available: 5.55 acres / .96 acres
Major Tenant: Fry’s Marketplace



Major Daytime Employers
Sahuarita/Green Valley
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Freeport McMoRan Sierrita Mine 
Total Employment: 1,270

Sahuarita Unified School District
Total Employment: 721

Asarco Mission Mine 
Total Employment: 620

La Posada
Total Employment: 550

Farmer’s Investment Company
Total Employment: 292

Caterpillar Proving Grounds
Total Employment: 180

Town of Sahuarita
Total Employment: 133

5

Pima County 
Total Employment: 275

WalMart
Total Employment: 275



Sahuarita 
zoning


