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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Quail Creek is an age restricted residential community including commercial and 
recreational land uses. Approximately 2500 residential lots have been recorded to date. 
The 2360 2363 acre subject property is located in the southeastern portion of the Town 
of Sahuarita, approximately 12 miles south of the City of Tucson and three miles east of 
Interstate 19 (See Figure 1, Vicinity Map). 
 
The Quail Creek Specific Plan has and will establish the type, location and character of 
development. The Plan focuses on optimizing the site, coordinating a mix of single 
family attached and detached homes, support commercial and residential lodging, 
providing adequate circulation, open space and recreational amenities.   
 
The original Quail Creek Specific Plan, (the Plan), covering approximately 1,306 acres 
was adopted by the Pima County Board of Supervisors on April 4, 1989, by Ordinance 
No. 1989-33, and was recorded in the Pima County Recorder’s Office as Docket 8548 
page 805. Subsequent amendments are summarized as follows: 
 

1. Quail Creek Specific Plan Amendment, October 2000 
2. Quail Creek Specific Plan "Minor" Amendment, November 2005 
3. Quail Creek Specific Plan "Minor" Amendment, July, 2013 
4. Quail Creek Specific Plan Update, April 2016 
 

The October 2000 amendment amended the Specific Plan for Parcel 1 (original 1306 
acres), added Parcel 2 (approximately 1200-acres) and added Parcel 3 (approximately 
240-acres) (See Figure 2, Area Map). This amendment also included a Development 
Agreement (herein referred as "The Agreement") between the Town of Sahuarita and 
Robson Ranch Quail Creek LLC as recorded under Sequence Number 20001780234, 
of the Pima County recorder (See Appendix E).  
 
A minor amendment in November 2005 added Parcel 3A to the Specific Plan and the 
minor amendment in July 2013 returned the previously removed attached residential 
dwelling product within Residential Area A.  
 
The purpose of this plan is to update the Specific Plan incorporating the original plan 
and subsequent amendments. The Specific Plan conforms to the Town of Sahuarita 
General Plan which includes previous Quail Creek Specific Plans and Amendments.       
 
It is important to note that this update does not propose to increase the Specific Plan 
cap of 5,000 dwelling units, which was approved by Pima County in the original Plan. 
Thus, population-related impacts of the updated plan on the surrounding land, such as 
traffic and utility services, will not change from the existing Specific Plan. 
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5. DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
 

It is the intent of this update to apply the development standards of the original Specific Plan, 
previous amendments to the Specific Plan, the Pre-Annexation and Development Agreement. 
This section includes development standards applicable to the Quail Creek development. 
Where not covered by the Specific Plan, as previously amended, or the Pre-Annexation and 
Development Agreement, Town of Sahuarita regulations will apply. It is the intent of this 
document to summarize current entitlement approvals and to ensure that the Developer will 
continue to have the right to develop the project within the confines and guidelines that have 
been in force and effect on the property to date and with the specific changes listed below.  
 

LAND USE PLAN SUMMARY 

LAND USE ACRES 
(APPROXIMATE) 

 
INCLUDED WITH 1989 SPECIFIC PLAN  
(NOT A PART OF AMENDMENTS) 
 

 
     
      Not listed  80 

RESIDENTIAL “A”      1136**   1283 

RESIDENTIAL “A” OR CLUBHOUSE SITE 
& RECREATIONAL FACILITIES  
(SEE HATCH AREA FIGURE 9)  
   

   
 
    Not listed  52* 

MIXED USE RESIDENTIAL (MU)         38   51 
  
COMMERCIAL              42   46  
  
CLUBHOUSE SITE AND  
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

 
       40*  21* 

 
GOLF COURSE, DRAINAGE AND OPEN SPACE 
 

 
           814  828 

 
EXISTING WATER STORAGE FACILITY      Not listed  2 
  
TOTAL (FOR THE ABOVE LISTED LAND USES)    2070**  2363 

*Note: The approximate area and location of the clubhouse site and recreational facilities is 
preliminary, subject to change or be adjusted by the developer.  
 
**Note: The 2016 Specific Plan Update contained errors in the listed acreages. 
 
Definitions 
 
Note: The following definitions were included in the original Specific Plan dated April 4, 
1989 and adopted by Pima County Ordinance 1989-33. Due to subsequent Specific Plan 
amendments, the original definitions may not be applicable to the current development.  
 
The terms and definitions used in this Plan shall mean those defined in Chapter 18.03 of the 
Pima County Zoning Code, with the following exceptions: 
 

1. Average Area per Dwelling Unit A measurement of density based on the calculation of 
total gross acres within a planning area divided by the total number of dwelling units 
within the planning area. This measurement allows the flexibility to cluster dwelling units.  
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e. Maximum Building height: Not to exceed 24' 
f. Parking Requirements: Shall be in accordance with the Town of Sahuarita Parking 

Regulations. 
g. Maximum Density: Twelve (12) RAC for Attached Residential and six (6) RAC for 

Detached Residential. The Amended Specific Plan cap of 5,000 dwelling units shall 
not be exceeded by any combination of the attached and detached dwellings. A 
casita does not constitute a dwelling unit. 

h. Minimum Individual Lot Setbacks - Attached Residential: 
 Front: 5 feet 
Side: None 
Rear: 8 feet 

i. Minimum Individual Lot Setbacks - Detached Residential: 
Main Building Front: 20 feet 10 feet
Side Entry Garage Front: 10 feet 
Front Entry Garage Front: 19 feet 14.6 feet, 

- Note: Minimum driveway length shall be 21 feet to back of curb. 
Side: None 
Rear: 10 feet 
Attached or Detached Casita Front: 10 feet
Attached or Detached Casita Rear: 5 feet 

j. Detached Accessory Structure Minimum Setbacks: 
Front: 20 feet 
Side: 5 feet 
Rear: 5 feet 

k. Detached Garage Setbacks 
Front Entry Garage Front: 14.6 feet, 

- Note: Minimum driveway length shall be 21 feet to back of curb. 
Side Entry Garage Front: 10 feet 

l. No setback required between structures 

Mixed Use Residential 

1. Uses Permitted: 
a. Residential 
b. Residential Lodging/Hotel 

 overnight lodging 
 restaurant/drinking establishment 
 recreational activities, i.e., pool, spa, game courts, etc. 
 fitness/exercise, etc. 
 congregate care 

c. Recreational Facilities 

2. General Development Standards 

a. Residential 
1) Cluster housing minimum 4 attached units, maximum 8 attached units.  
2) Maximum Building Height: Not to exceed 24' 
3) Parking Requirements: Shall be in accordance with Town of Sahuarita 

Parking requirements. 
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13. TRAILS NETWORK 

 

The Trails Network within the Quail Creek Specific Plan is used to link the community together 
with pedestrian routes.  While individual streets do not require sidewalks, an orchestrated 
integral system of trails will link the community together.  The Trails Network will be composed 
of (minimum) five (5) foot wide compacted decomposed granite or paved trails (as generally 
shown on Figure 10).  Trails will be maintained to ADA requirements as practical.  The trails will 
(as generally shown on Figure 11) connect neighborhoods to each other and to the major club 
and recreational amenities of Quail Creek (installed after April 2020).  The Trails Network will 
also be designed to provide looping trails when possible to encourage walking by providing an 
interesting loop for short or long adventures.  The trails should generally be at least five (5) feet 
from privacy walls or fences to provide a feeling of welcome and openness.  The trails may 
meander through the landscape and follow the rise and fall of natural grade.  The trails should 
not be located in the bottom of wash corridors or drainage ways, but may be located along the 
bank and may cross washes and drainage ways.  Wet trail crossings of water ways are 
permitted.  Trails may be located along major or minor streets and may take the form of 
sidewalks (attached or detached) in these locations. 
 
It is agreed that this section provides for a Sidewalk and Trail System as envisioned in section 
12 of the Pre-annexation and Development Agreement for the Quail Creek Resort Community 
recorded 09/13/2000 (see Appendix E). 
 
Trails will be provided for portions of Quail Creek platted on or after April 2020 using a minimum 
5’ cross section as shown in Figure 10.  The trail system shall provide for connectivity through 
and between subdivisions in a manner similar to that shown on Figure 11.  Trail networks will be 
shown on Tentative Plats and shall be similar to the Conceptual Trails Network as shown in 
Figure 11.  Individual subdivision trail plans need not be incorporated into the Specific Plan. 
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meandering
D.G. trail
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Drawings and Specifications as instruments of service are the property of the architect and may not be reproduced or
used for anything without the written permission of Espiritu Loci Incorporated.   © 2020 Espiritu Loci Incorporated.

FIGURE #10 - CONCEPTUAL TRAIL CROSS SECTION
March 31, 2020
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The drawings and information depicted hereon are conceptual only and are not intended to represent final architecture, planning, or design concepts. We do not represent, warrant, or guarantee that such information is true or that it accurately reflects existing or future development.  Drawings and Specifications as instruments of service are the  property of Espiritu Loci Incorporated and may not be reproduced or used for any purpose without the written permission of Espiritu Loci Incorporated.

EXISTING COMMUNITY SIDEWALK

MIN. 5' WIDE DECOMPOSED GRANITE
TRAIL MAINTAINED TO ADA STANDARDS
(MAY BE PAVED FOR MAINTENANCE)

* ALL LOTTING SHOWN IS CONCEPTUAL ONLY
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